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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2007-414
Sponsor: Council Member Yates
Date of Introduction: April 24, 2007
Committee(s) of Reference: Rules, Audit
Date of Analysis: April 27, 2007
Type of Action: Amendment to Council Rules
Bill Summary: The bill amends Council Rule 4.504 – Manner of  Speaking – to clarify that council members desiring to speak must first be recognized by the presiding officer and need only stand during a Council meeting.  The amendment also provides that a council member shall not engage in personal attacks upon another council member or other speaker, and shall promote appropriate dignity and respect for the City Council and the legislative process in their manner and substance of speech.
Background Information: The amendments to the process of being recognized to speak and of standing only in Council meetings reflect the current practice of making a requesting the floor by means of pressing the blue speaker request button rather than standing, and of only standing to speak in Council meetings but not in less formal committee meetings.  The amendment regarding the appropriate manner of conduct provides specificity to the rule which currently states that council members shall “avoid personalities” in the course of speaking.
Policy Impact Area: Council Rules
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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